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Car stolen, three Rose
students probable suspects
Craig Pohlman
Editor-in-Chief
Car Stolen, Rose Students Probable Suspects
At around 12:30 a.m. Wednesday, a car was stolen from the
Arby's parking lot at the Pilot gas
station of Indiana route 46 and
Interstate 70, according to RoseHulman officials.
Two Rose-Hulman students eyewitnessed the event. Their names
have been withheld due to the
continuing investigation by RoseHulman and the Vigo County
Sheriff's Office.
The student witnesses arrived at
the Arby's around 12:15 a.m. and
noticed three male individuals,
two of which they recognized as
Rose-Hulman students, already
inside.
After the student witnesses
ordered their food, a female
entered and placed an order. Minutes later, they noticed a male
enter the establishment and join
the female.
Pilot employee Terry, who was
working during the ordeal, identi-

fied the victim as the son of
former 1997 Indiana state senator
Robert F. Hellmann.
According to Indiana state public records, the former senator is
now an attorney in the firm Hellmann, Cook, and Alexander in
Terre Haute.
Arby's employee Emmanuell
DeMarches was working at the
time of the incident. "The guy
comes in every day," said
DeMarches. "He also leaves his
car running every time, too."
According to witnesses, they
then saw the three individuals
leave the restaurant at around
12:30 a.m.
"The next thing I see is a car
peeling out, the boyfriend running
out the door and chasing the car
through the parking lot and down
[Indiana route] 46," said one student witness.
The student witnesses said the
owner returned and called 911,
and the first police arrived minutes afterwards. According to the
witnesses, the owner jumped into
the first police cruiser, which then
raced north on Indiana route 46.
According to Jess Lucas, Dean

of Students, the police found the
victim's vehicle in a ditch at the
intersection of Indiana 46 and US
route 40, about three miles north
of where the car was taken.
At approximately 12:45 a.m.,
the car was returned to the Arby's,
the witnesses explained.
According to Lucas, a Terre
Haute police officer with a K-9
unit traced a scent from where the
car was found directly to the
Rose-Hulman campus.
The Rose-Hulman student witnesses said that when they
returned to campus, they noticed
the K-9 unit near the basketball
courts adjacent to Speed Hall.
Rose-Hulman officials have said
the rumors that one possible student was involved turned out to be
false.
According to officials the event
is still under investigation, and it
is not known whether the suspected Rose-Hulman students
will be charged with the crime, a
Class D felony.
"I can't believe how stupid they
were," said Terry."You think they
would know better than that."
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 5
12:15 a.m.

Rose witnesses arrived at Arby's after the Taco
Bell on Wabash said "they had no meat."

12:30 a.m.

Car was stolen just after three males were seen
leaving the Arby's on Indiana 46 and 1-70.

12:40 a.m.

Car was found about three miles north in a ditch
off the side of the road at Indiana 46 and US 40.

12:45 a.m.

Car returned to Arby's, witnesses questioned, and
a K-9 unit traced a scent to the Rose campus.

Who LI FTED
They just can't seem to keep it down
Walt Flood
Staff Writer
As many Rose students and faculty have noticed, the track and
basketball courts are not in the
greatest shape. In fact, the track
has been closed to users recently.
The basketball courts are delaminating, and the track is popping
off the floor in large bubbles.
The SRC was completed in
1997. Since then, Rose-Hulman
personnel have done minor maintenance on the track on a daily
basis to keep it in the best condition possible. Three years later the
track is falling apart, and the basketball courts will need to be fixed
for the second time in less than a
year.

WELCOME
2000

Just last year, the basketball
courts needed repair. The manufacturer came up with a method to
fix them, and repairs were done in
June. The floor was pulled up, and
a material called Everlay was
placed directly on the concrete
floor. The top rubber overlay was
then bonded directly to the Everlay.
The solution did not work, however; the courts are delaminating
again. Since work was just performed in June, the basketball
courts are under warranty.
The track is a different story
altogether. First, no one is entirely
sure why the track is popping up.
According to Matt Sinclair, the
Director for Sports & Recreation
Facilities, "The problem is most

likely in the adhesive that bonds
the Mondo layer to the concrete."
Mondo is the rubber overlay for
the track. In summary, the adhesive between the Mondo and the
concrete is failing, and the track
has been gradually pulling away
from the floor beneath it.
This problem may have a very
complex and expensive solution.
Assuming that the problem does
lie in the adhesive, the whole track
and basketball court area will be
closed off. The entire Mondo layer
will then be removed. The remaining adhesive will also be removed
from the concrete. Then a different type of adhesive will be put
down with a completely new layer
of Mondo. "This will be an
extreme cost," commented Sin-

clair.
To resolve the track issue, a
meeting is scheduled for January
10 between Rose-Hulman, the
manufacturer (Mondo), and the
installer (Kiffer). The law is a last
resort; however, it is possible. If
Rose does not receive assistance
with the bill, legal action may
result.
Meanwhile, the loss of the track
and the potential loss of the basketball courts are a large inconvenience to all who use the facilities
in the SRC. In fact, 92 percent of
the student body participate in
intramurals. Between 700 and 800
people utilize the SRC weekly. All
of these people will be forced to
run either at non-practice hours
(practice hours are from 4-7 p.m.)

NEWS

OPINIONS

SPORTS

Computer Science
department in serious
need ofspace with recent
growth
Page 3

Rose needs to update CAD
technology

Basketball
updates
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the SRC
track?
or not run at all.
The track team has also been
greatly inconvenienced by the
track problems. Indoor season
starts this weekend,and the team's
practice space has been drastically
reduced. Currently, the only
space available for the team to
practice is the north side of the
facility. With such a small practice
space, the team is fighting an
uphill battle this season.
Nothing will be known until
after the meeting, but Sinclair
said, "The soonest I expect the
facilities to be fully repaired is in
around four months. However, if
legal action is required, it could be
more than a year." So in the meantime, the visitors to the SRC will
have to deal with the inconvenience as best they can.

WEATHER WATCH
FRIDAY
Partly Cloudy
Low 24- High 39
Page 6

SATURDAY
Cloudy - Low 22 - High 50
information courtesy The Weather Channel
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CA PUS
CAL.ENDAR

Men's Basketball
vs. Rhodes College
SRC 6:00 p.m.
Women's Basketball
SRC 8:00 p.m.
Deming Party 9 tot
12

11

10

9

8

13

14

15

Men's Basketball
vs. Hendrix College

Recyclable
Engineering Contest

EE/CO Dialogue
Kahn 6:00 p.m.

S.A.B Formal Dance
7:00 p.m.

SRC 1:00 p.m.

Hulman Union
5 p.m.

Meet the Artist
Art Exhibit 4:00 p.m.

Men's and Women's
Swimming
vs. Webster Univ.
SRC 1:00 p.m.

Women's Basketball
SRC 3:00 p.m.

16

17
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Martin Luther King
Jr. Program

18

19

20

21

Registration For
Spring Quarter

Men's and Women's
Swimming
vs. Vincennes Univ.

On-Campus
Visitation Day

Kahn 7:30 p.m.

22

SRC 1:00 p.m.
Kahn
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

24

23
Rifle Match
. vs. Univ. of Akron
Cook Stadium
Rifle Range

Men's Basketball
vs. Eureka College

25

26

Winter Quarter Blood Drive
Kahn 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

27

28
Men's Basketball
vs. Univ. of the South
SRC 6:00 p.m.

29
Fine Arts Series
IU Broadway Cabaret
7:30 p.m.

SRC 7:30 p.m.
Women's Basketball
SRC 8:00 p.m.
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Events may be published in Events by any organization
or individual. Information on club meetings, lectures,
speeches, and athletic events, including announcements of
times and locations may be submitted to Campus Calendar,
in care of Dale Long, associate director of communications,
at Box 14 or extension 8418. More detailed articles
containing plans, agendas, and specific information should
be submitted to the Rose Thorn.
All submissions must be made by Wednesday at noon in
order to be published in Events in the Rose Thorn on Friday.
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CS Department needs space
for continuing growth
being utilized. If an additional pro- they're planning on expanding
fessor came in there may have to because the facility just doesn't
Staff Writer
be a shuffling of some of the peo- have that much more space to
expand."
ple in the offices.
The Computer Science depart- Herb Mann, a senior CS major, A freshman CS major, Ben SmeRose-Hulman's
fourth
ment is now
relates how his senior project land commented, "From what I
largest academic area, having a group is using the Meyers building. saw it seems pretty small. Also I
record enrollment of 198 students. Meyers is a temporary solution, heard that it is a little understaffed
About 5 years ago the number of and it is unsure how the depart- over the summer." When he was
students that graduated were about ment is going to get to a definite looking his CS100 professor Dr.
15 to 20 seniors per year. Now •solution where they will put the West he went down to the CS
there are about 40 to 50 graduating
new senior projects. There is only department expecting to find him
each year. This is almost an one conference room for the whole there, however Dr. West's office is
increase of about two and a half department which sometimes stu- on the third floor of Moench Hall.
times to three times. In addition, dents use for a group meeting "I thought it was a bit odd that his
there has been an increase in the room. "Last year there were 8 or 9 office was up on the third floor.
number of students who are study- senior projects, this year there are The fact that the CS department
ing to get a Computer Engineering 12, and an additional professor was was using a Physics professor was
degree or Computer Science needed to watch over the senior a bit unusual also."
minor.
projects. While some of the other A senior CO major, Brian Ball
About 5 years ago there were 6
majors have graduate students, said,"We have some great teachers
professors teaching in the CS
there is not enough faculty for a CS in the ECE department, but we
department. If the increase of the
graduate program or classes," says can't get them away from the core
teachers were to keep up with the
Mann.
classes to teach some more of the
increase in the number of teachers
A junior CS major who asked upper level CO classes. A lot ofthe
there ought to be a doubling or
that their name be withheld said,"I classes we take are for EE's and
even tripling in the amount of facthink they could stand some more not. really geared towards what I
ulty that are allotted for this departprofessors. Also they seem some- am interested in. The CO major is
ment. That would mean that there
what under-funded. One ofthe rea- young, and the electives have to be
ought to be 12 to 18 professors in
sons that they are somewhat taken outside of the department.
this department. There currently
understaffed is because there is a This means that we have to go to
are 9 professors that are teaching
lot of demand in the industry and it the CS department to take some
classes in the CS department.
is hard to compete with the salaries' classes, and this puts an extra burThough the CS department has
offered by some companies.
den on the CS department.
not been keeping pace with hiring
"I don't think that a new building "We are caught in between two
new professors, it is still running
for the CS department is a good departments that aren't ignoring us
out of space. It is located in the
idea, but I don't know if there is a but are not moving all that fast to
basement of the ,library. A senior
better one. We need classrooms accommodate the curriculum. I
lab was removed to put in two new
more than we need some of the would like to see the present
offices for the two new -professors
other buildings. At some point growth in the CS department to
who were hired this year. Also the
there will need to be a permanent continue, and wish the best of luck
old L-130 room that was across
place for a CS senior projects lab. to the department as it grows."
from the current CS lab was
The department needs to be treated The student perspective is clearly
removed to make room for other
like it is there and not like it is a one of understanding, but also that
purposes. There may be plans to
problem and brushed underneath of concern for the future. With no
increase the amount of space that
the carpet."
reason to believe the increasing
the CS department has, but it is
A sophomore CS major Angel popularity of the CS courses will
uncertain how long it will take for
Marsala said, "From what I've subside, action needs to be taken to
that to come about. Currently every,
seen it looks like they could use keep in tune with Rose's Vision to
office in the CS department is
some more space especially if be the Best.

Ted Chan

The spirit of giving at Rose
Dave KormanStaff Writer
This year the Rose-Hulman's
American Society of Civil Engineers(ASCE), Cecil Lobo Chapter,
set a new record for money raised
for the Tribune Star Christmas Basket Fund at $2,266.64. ASCE
began collecting two weeks before
Christmas break as ASCE volunteers, with the help from one CS
student, fan out across campus carrying hard hats as collection baskets. The volunteers c.ollect from
students, faculty, and staff of RoseHulman. "Even though the. local
community sees the donation as
from

ASCE it is really from the whole
Rose-Hulman family that is giving," said Dr. Tom.Descoteaux, the
ASCE faculty advisor.
ASCE presented a check to Trevis Mayfield, Tribune Star Editor/
Publisher, on December 17, the last
day of classes before winter break.
This allowed the Rose-Hulman
contribution to help the Tribune
Star Christmas Basket Fund to
exceed the goal of raising $15,000
and delivering 500 baskets to under
privileged families. The Christmas
Basket Fund's final total was
$18,521 exceeding last year's total
of $16,884, with a surplus of more
that $3,500 to be, applied to the
Christmas Basket Fund for 2000.

Donations to the Tribune Star
Christmas Basket Fund came from
both local businesses and individuals. Since the first year Rose-Hulman's ASCE collected for the
Christmas Basket Fund in 1989
donations have increased from
$177.66 to the record collection of
this year. This gives ASCE an
eleven-year
total
of over
$10,468.55 and allowed for RoseHulman's ASCE chapter to become
the largest contributor to the Christmas Basket Fund for the past three
years.
As Rose Engineers give to help
those in need, possibly next year
ASCE can continue to increase its
collections so that more families
can be helped.

Security Update
12/9/99 -Theft/Laptop
12/12/99 - Dispute
A student reported leaving his
laptop in a cubicle of the Logan
library at approximately 6:30
p.m. Upon his return at approximately 9 p.m. the laptop was
missing.
12/12/99 - Theft/
Rose-Hulman Banner
During the early morning hours
individuals were reported to have
taken the Rose-Hulman #1 Banner. Suspects known and incident
to be forwarded to the Student
Judicial Council.

A dispute report was filed
involving two on campus fraternities.
12/14/99 - Property Damage
Accident(Auto)
A property damage accident to
an automobile was reported in the
Speed parking lot.

12/17/99 - Malicious
Mischief
During the early morning hours
unauthorized persons removed
the athletic department golf cart
from the SRC. The golf cart was
found on the football field with
damage to the vehicle and slight
damage to the field lawn area.
1/1/00 - Dispute
A dispute report was filed
between two visitors to an on
campus fraternity. Both guests
were evicted by the host fraternity.
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Campus Briefs
Students to participate in NASA program again
A group of four Rose-Hulman students, two electrical/computer engineering majors and two mechanical engineering
majors, have been selected to participate in this year's NASA
Reduced Gravity Student Flight Opportunity program. The students will test there experiment in March on NASA's famed
"vomit cornet," the KC-135A.
Results of AITU survey revealing for Rose
The Association of Independent Technological Universities
(AITU)recently released their annual survey covering a range of
topics. Rose-Hulman ranked second only to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in the percentage of students graduating
in four years with a rate of 76%(MIT was at 83%). Rose-Hulman also ranked high in freshman retention rate, coming in
fourth with 92%. Rose ranked sixth in ,tuition costs, at $20,559,
but fell to 11th in starting salaries for graduates. with an average
of $43,724. Cooper Union graduates made the most, $52,000.
Other schools in the AITU include Carnegie Mellon, Case Western Reserve, Harvey Mudd and Rensselaer.
Freshmen generally pleased with Rose-Hulman
Twelve campus departments and classes received their highest
score ever in a freshman poll conducted during fall quarter.
Among those receiving top scores ,were Graphical Cominwiicalions (2.89 out of 4). Caclulus I (3.27), residence hall environment (3.37), intramurals (3.26) and campus dining services
(2.33). An overwhelming majority of freshman (86.5%) indicated that they were pleased with their decision to come to Rose.
Three areas of the school did receive their lowest marks ever,
however: IFYCSEM (1.9), Physics (2.83) and computer orientation (1.94).
History prof Pickett to publish book
A book written by Rose history professor William Pickett,
about Dwight D. Eisenhower's decision to run for the presidency
in 1952 and tentatively titled Eisenhower Decides To Run, will
be published sometime this year. Pickett signed a contract with
Chicago book publisher Ivan R. Dee in December to get the
book published.
Sunrayce info in limbo
The Solar Phantom team is nervously awaiting infiattation
regarding the next Sunrayce, as in years past the teams interested
in participating have had to have their information returned by
mid-January. A 2001 race is in the planning stages. however,
called the Global Solar Challenge. The race would run from
•Chicago to Los Angeles, and, unlike the Sunrayce, the cars do
not run a set distance each day, but travel as far as they can from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The team reaching Los Angeles in the shortest
amount of time would win.
Winter quarter enrollment.statistics
A total of 1,635 students, 143 in graduate programs, were
enrolled at Rose-Hulman by the beginning of winter quarter.
Mechanical engineering remained the top department, with 454
students; following them were electrical and computer engineering, 380 students; chemical engineering, 246 students; computer
science, 198 students; civil engineering, 111 students; chemistry,
29 students; mathematics, 23 students; physics, 21 students;
applied optics, 15 students; economics, five students, and four
undecided.

The budget-mr e chec
account choice from Firs
NO MONTHLY FEE, regardless of your balance, if 10
or fewer checks appear on your monthly statement. Each
check over ten costs just 25 cents.
OUR ORGANIZER STATEMENT, a complete, concise
monthly record of your checking account activity. Your
cancelled checks are filed at the bank for safekeeping.
No Frills is perfect for singles, students, or anyone who needs
a simple, low- or no-cost checking account. Ask about it at any
First banking center—we're always close to home!

TERRE HAUTE
FIRST NATIONAL
BANK
MEMBER MC

Atsw.14 elmi 70 1-le.se
238.6000 Toll Free: 1.800.5114045 24.Hour Automated Account Information: 238.0PEN (6736)
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Rose-Hulman Horoscopes
CAtipze.,044. (Du. 22 - J44-. 1/)

C444(444 22- Jay 22)

The symbol for Capricorn is the Goat, and it is very appropriate. The Goat is surefooted, and the Capricorn folk are very steady and patient; the Goat is able to climb
up tall mountains, and those born under this sign are very ambitious and can ascend
to very lofty positions. Capricorn is the sign governing reputation, career, and standing in the community; natives to this sign seek honor and approval. They are emotionally reserved and very practical in all of their dealings. People with this sign feel
a need for security in their lives.

Cancer is the sign of home and family, and those born under this sign are happiest
when surrounded by their friends; they love being in a fraternity or a sorority. Their
moods,though, have been compared to the changing of the tides, and as receptive, sensitive, sympathetic and kind as they can be, they can become grouchy and introverted
at a moment's notice. Cancer people can be wonderful listeners, but are never good at
opening up and sharing their problems. Cancer-born individuals have wonderful memories and a keen sense of observation. The symbol associated with Cancer is the Crab.

A1.444.4 (J44,. 20 - Fa. 19)

144 (/44 23 - A.22)

Some of the friendliest people around are those with Aquarius as their sun sign.
They are kind, easy-going, and reasonable. They are also independent and original,
and never the ones to follow the crowd, making them good candidates for CS majors.
Aquarius is the sign of hopes and dreams, friends and wishes. They are analytical and
keep their emotions to themselves, giving the impression of aloofness. Aquarians
tend to have firmly held opinions. They are very forgiving of the weaknesses of others and sometimes overlook their own weaknesses. The Waterbearer is the symbol
for Aquarius.

Leo, like the Lion, is known for its regal stature and nobility. Like the Lion, Leo-born individuals have a kingdom over which they rule; this kingdom may be big or
small, but the Leo is the monarch. They also have a large amount of pride, and are the
type of people who won't ask for help with homework. Leos are entertainers, love
drama, and are always looking to get attention. Leo is the sign that governs pleasure
and creativity, and natives to this sign are always looking for pleasure. They are also
opinionated and don't change their minds very often; that can be irritating when working on a project with one of them.

N4a4 (Fa. // - 1444. 20)
Pisces people are the ones who follow their gut feelings, and are rarely wrong. They
rely on their emotions instead of logic, and are very romantic. Their understanding of
other people is amazing. Pisces people are impressionable and can be too easily influenced. They are adaptable and are known to change at a moments notice, their personality
is elusive. Pisces is the sign of dreams and mysticism, and people with this sign are usually religious and seek spiritual peace. They are imaginative and creative. The symbol of
Pisces is the Two Fish, tied together and swimming in opposite directions.

t/z4p Ai.2 - sift 22)
For those born under the sixth sign of the Zodiac, only perfect is good enough. The
Virgo-born are discriminating and organized. They have been called perfectionists. Virgo
people are always improving things; they redo lab reports and papers until they are practically perfect. They are the type of people who make procrastinators(everyone else) look
bad as they will do now what could be put off until tomorrow. Virgos are shy and quiet
when with strangers, sometimes they are seen as nerds by those who don't know them
that well. The Virgin is the symbol of Virgo.

Aivu4 (M44. 21 - 44. 1/)

Ulet4 (5144. 2

Those born under the sign of Aries are usually impulsive, excitable, and active. They
can be quite impatient and come across as selfish. Ariens make great first impressions,
coming off as exciting, vibrant people. They usually are courageous individuals who
are open to new experiences (good for a lab partner, they like to experiment) and are
very optimistic. They have a directness that borders on tactlessness. Ariens are natural
leaders, except they too often don't complete projects that they have begun (you may
be stuck writing the lab report). The symbol of Aries is the Ram.

Librans are easy to like. People born under this sign are very charming and easygoing.
Libra-born people expect admiration, though, as they see themselves as deserving. They
also look at others superficially, they like people with charm and beauty. Libra is the sign
of marriage and partnership; those born under this sign work well in teams. The symbol
Libra is the Scales, and like a set of scales, people born under this sign are always in
search ofreaching equilibrium and will dip each way before leveling out. Librans are diplomatic and consider both sides of an argument before choosing the more fair argument.

T44.14.4 (At& 20 - Me,20)

5,041,44 (0a. 24 - Nov. 21)

Taurus-born individuals have much in common with the Bull, the symbol of Taurus.
Both can be stubborn and both are usually found plodding along; they are the ones who
can take forever doing one homework problem. Taurus people are quiet and patient, but
also have fierce tempers. Their great dependability and determination usually leads to
success. They are also resistant to change. The Taurus-born are opinionated and very
practical. Taurus is the sign of property and money, and folk born under this sign are
sometimes seen as cheap. Taureans are not known to be big partiers.

Those born under this sign are intense and passionate. On the surface, they may appear
calm and easy-going, but below the surface, their emotions run deep. Scorpio people also
come across as obstinate and unyielding, and are fierce competitors. Scorpio is the sign of
inheritance and legacies; its natives have a sense of destiny and are often philosophical.
Scorpios are full of contradictions, seen as both independent and clingy, passionate and
cold, and powerful and weak. This is a result of their below the surface intensity. The
Scorpion is the symbol of Scorpio.

e•tf,

(t44y 21 - 444 2/)

- 0(2. 23)

54014444 (Nov. 22 -

Geminis are endlessly curious; many have seemingly endless energy and are always on
the go, in search of new ideas and experiences. They are known for always trying to have
more than one of everything, from clubs to computers to lovers, although finding two
girls at Rose would be very difficult; they will usually be found reading two books at
once. Gemini is the sign of thought and communication and natives of the sign are great
communicators, intelligent, and rely more on thought than emotion. They are adaptable
and versatile, and Gemini people have a gift for persuasion.

Du. 21)

The Archer is the symbol of Sagittarius, and it reflects the directness and love of
the outdoors that is shared by the natives of Sagittarius (look for them on OVC
trips). Sagittarius people are optimistic, energetic and ambitious. Sagittarians are
independent; they are open to new ideas and always ready for an adventure. As a
result, they are not good at personal commitment, but they always respect the personal freedom of others. Sagittarius is the sign of philosophy and higher learning,
those'born under this sign love to discover new ideas and avoid homework.

PIANO Thejazz Band is currently looking for a piano player. PIANO
if you are interested, or would like more information,
PLAYERS
PLAYERS
contact Matt Side at 877-6119
Editorial Staff
Editor-in-Chief
News Editor
Entertainment Editor
Opinions Editor
Sports Editor
Events Editor
Humor Editor
Photo Editor
Copy Editor

Craig Pohlman
David Shafer
Travis Holler
Lindsey VanSchoiack
Kenneth Patricia
David Shafer
Jason Walker
Don Harrington
Chris Chung

Administrative Staff
Business Manager John Gardner
Office Assistant Brandy Hardwick
Advisor David Piker

The Rose Thorn
5500 Wabash Avenue
Terre Haute,IN 47803-3999
Phone: (812)877-8255
Fax: (812)877-8166

"Working to keep the Rose-Hulrnan community
informed by providing an accurate and
dependable sourcefor news and infOrmation."
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays and the occasional
Thursday at Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology

Thorn Staff
Staff Writers Alison Bailey, Nat Bowe, Ted
Chant, Don Cole, Walter Flood,
Jessica Huggins, Robert Kober,
Jason Koch, Dave Korman,
Donnie
LaBar,
Dan
Myers,
Ian
McGaughey,
Michael Reavey, Alex Song,
Matthew Walter
Photographers Amanda Garrelts, Susan Hare,
Mike Shaul
Cartoonists Brian Ball
Kanishk Priyadarshi

‘.Vebmasters Andy Engle, Andy Schott
The Rose Thorn welcomes letters and comments from its readers. We request that all letters to the editor be less than 300 words
long.
The
editors
reserve
the right to edit letters for gianunar, clarity and
length if over 300 words). All letters to the editor must contain the writer's signature, class year and phone number. All
submissions will be confirmed before publication. Letters may be sent by electronic
mail to Thori4Rose-Hulnian.Edit, but still must contain the writer's phone number for confirmation. For prompt
publication, letters should be typewritten or printed by computer. All letters for an issue ofthe
Morn must be received before noon on the Tuesday prior to publication.
We would like to remind our readers that the views expressed in the Thorn do not necessarily represent the
opinions ofanyone other than the original author,
htip://www.rose-hultnamedu/thorn
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Rose needs to update CAD technology
Dan LaBar
Staff Writer
Rose is truly a great school as
far as academics are concerned.
Although we may have let our
heads swell a bit after the recognition granted us by U.S. News,
we are justifiably proud. Just
because one magazine listed us
as the number one undergraduate
engineering school does not
mean we should pat ourselves on
the back and cease looking for
ways to improve. On the contrary, now is the time to try to
make things even better.
When I think of changes that
could benefit Rose, one thing
that sticks out is our graphical

communications program. When
I was a freshman, we were given
a basic overview of CADKey. A
basic overview that was basically
worthless. I'm not an expert, but
I really don't think that too many
companies today are using CADKey to design their products. At
least I hope they aren't, because
it is the most ineffective, inefficient CAD program I have seen.
In the last few years, the move
has been made from CADKey to
AutoCAD.
While this is an
improvement, I still think that a
change needs to be made.
I spent 90% of my time last
summer using a program called
I-DEAS. It is not merely a drafting tool like CADKey, but much,

much more. It has a 3D solid
modeling program, assembler,
finite element analysis package,
drafter, and many other features
that I personally didn't use but
other engineers were able to utilize. I talked with one of my
bosses who has had quite a bit of
engineering experience with different software packages, and he
felt I-DEAS was one of the most
powerful yet easy to use programs of its type. He also mentioned Unigraphics and CATIA,
among others, as being excellent
design tools.
My brother is a freshman at
Michigan State, which recently
received a gift of hardware and
software valued at more than $30

Depressed that you spent
New Year's Eve in your Bunker?
Don't Worry!

million. As a result of this donation, my brother was able to take
a course utilizing Unigraphics
CAD/CAM/CAE
technology.
Looking at some of the work he
did, I was amazed at the contrast
between the course offered at
MSU and the course I took at
Rose.
Instead of cutting out paper
models and spending a lot of
time drawing oblique views and
perspective drawings by hand,
why don't we take advantage of
current 3D modeling technology
and Rose's new rapid prototyping machine? We pride ourselves on being technological
innovators, so why don't we get
rid of the old school CAD pro-

grams and move to something
more advanced and useful? Had
I spent my time learning a program such as I-DEAS instead of
wasting time with CADKey and
paper and pencil, I would have
been worth much more to my
employer. Although many parts
of the college experience have
nothing to do with getting a job,
one of the overall goals of a
school should be to make its
graduates more valuable to
employers.
So, to the administrators reading this, I beg you: Please get us
the newest technology. Please
make us more valuable. Let's
make sure Rose is still the best in
the years to come.

Building blocks

Deming Hall is letting you relive the
excitement of Y2K with their
Belated New Year's Eve Party!
9 PM - 1 AM in the Deming Lobby
Free Soda, Snacks,and More
Sponsored by RHA, WMHD,and SADD
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Daily Targum
(Rutgers U.)(U-WIRE) NEW
BRUNSWICK,N.J. -Ever get the feeling there was
nothing to learn after sixth grade?
New York City schools are
makingjuvenile games part of an
aptitude test that could eventually
affect a student's college admission. And while classic games
like Candy Land and Sorry
couldn't make the grade, Lego
building blocks will be taken
from the playroom and distributed in the classroom.
The test, which will be given to
700 students this winter, will test
intangibles that SATs or a GPA
can't. Lego group projects will
test a student's spatial skills,
something that's only mildly
tested in gepmetry courses. The
test will also determine a student's ability to work with others
on tests, a practice that usually
gets students sent to the principal's office.
As part of the pilot study, the
University will be one of eight
schools that will accept 20 or so
students who have taken the Lego
test. Although this aptitude test
won't replace the SATs for the
students involved,it will be a fac-

tor taken into consideration.
By no means should this test be
mandatory, but this could wind
up being a very useful test in the
future. While SATs test a student's test-taking ability and a
student's GPA reflects their book
smarts, colleges have no way of
measuring other intangibles. This
is a creative approach for colleges
who really want to know the
overall aptitude of their potential
students.
The Lego test may be irrelevant to some majors, like English
or history, but may one day be a
very important admissions test
for students planning to major in
architecture, business or engineering. Just as the SATs can't
determine a student's knowledge
of spatial relations, the Lego test
won't be able to check a student's
grasp of the English language.
For that reason, the two tests
almost compliment each other.
The Lego test is in its infancy,
and is far from being implemented nationwide. However, if
more high schools do start to
administer these tests, college
admission departments have a
responsibility to stick with the
intention of the test -- a different

way to assess students, not the
only way.
The Lego test is limited in what
it can determine, and should
probably never be the determining factor whether a student is
admitted to a college. Yet, what it
tests is important,and administering it on an optional level isn't
such a bad idea. Many schools
don't even require an essay for
admissions, never mind an alternate type of testing. In the future,
many schools should look to have
a more, well-rounded admissions
policy. A school that looks at
GPAs, SATs, Lego tests and
essays has the best chance of
finding the best students.
The Lego test also captures a
skill that no other test can -- a student's common sense. While
employers look for the student
with a 4.0, a bookworm who
can't tie his own shoes isn't much
good to an employer.
If the test does catch on, high
school students will need to do
two things. One -- they'll need to
steal their kid brother's Lego set.
And two -- if they're truly smart,
they'll start investing some
money into the Lego Group.

There is a new exhibit of paintings by Terre Haute Artist
Don Hadley on display on the second floor of•Moench Hall.
The exhibit will be on display through January 28th.

FREE Kids
Haircut
with purchase
of Regular Haircut

s Wednesday, January 12,,there will be A reception
where the artist will talk about his work

Haircut regularly
$5
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includes utilities. Contact Dr.
Ditteon (CL108, Box 171, ext.
Browse icpt.com for Springbreak 8247, or 299-5182) for more
"2000". ALL destinations offered. information.
Trip Participants, Student Orgs &
FOR SALE
Campus Sales Reps wanted.
Fabulous parties, hotels & prices. Brand new JVC RX-668 Receiver.
For
reservations
or
Rep Retails in Crutchfield for almost
registration Call Inter- Campus $300. Sell for $200. Also, UMAX
800-3276013
Astra 2000P scanner $85. Both are
brand new, and never used. Call
FOR RENT
877-0370.
Furnished
three bedroom Loft Bed with desk, book case,
apartment
available
Winter and storage shelf all in one. Call
Quarter. Six month lease. $450 877-1446

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1998 Pontian TransSport for sale.
Excellent condition. Montana
package, fully loaded, power
everthing. Asking for a lot less
than the blue books' retail values.
21,000 miles. If interested please
call 232-2486.

POLICIES
The Rose Thorn offers classified
advertisements less than 30 words
free to Rose-Hulman students,
faculty, and student organizations..
For submissions of more than 30
words, each additional word is

$0.10.
All other classified advertisements
are $3.00 for the first 30 words and
$0.15 for each additional word.
Payments must be made in
advance; corrections at our
expense first week only.
The Rose Thorn reserves the right
to refuse advertising which the
editors judge to be discriminatory
on the basis of race, religion,
sexual orientation, or gender.
Also any advertisement which
promotes
violence,
illegal

activities or is in bad taste will not
be considered for publication.
Submissions may be made at the
Thorn office, through campus
mail addressed to the Thorn, by
thorn@roseem aiI-ing
hulman.edu, or by calling the
Thorn office at extension 8255.
Deadline for submissions is 5 p.m.
Wednesday
the
prior
to
publication. Runs over one week
must be renewed weekly by
contacting the Thorn office, unless
prior run arrangements have been
made.
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New Year's not so happy for men's hoops High hopes in ladies' hoops
be against Rhodes who are 5 - 5 in
McGaughey
Bright spots in the developing future stars Donnie
season play and 0 - 3 in the conferWriter
Don Cole

ference record and a 4-6 overall
record. They are surrendering the
third-most points per game in the
league, 71.7, while scoring nearly
the same amount, 70.0. While fairly
good from the line, a potential problem for the Engineers late in the
game, their rebound margin is
almost the same as Rhodes', and
they have the fewest offensive
rebounds in the league.
Emerging as the leader of the
Warrior offense this season is junior
forward Sabian Murray, the third-

Staff Writer
The Rose-Hulman men's basketball team will look to eliminate a
three-game losing streak tonight at 8
p.m. in the Hulbert Arena against
conference rival Rhodes College.
The Lynx are currently undefeated in the conference, atop which
they sit alone. The 3-0 conference is
no fluke; the team is 9-1 overall,
also the best in the conference. They
are riding high on a seven-game win
streak, including two
key conference wins
over Southwestern and
Trinity.
The Lynx score a
third-best 73.4 points
per game while holding
their opponents to 63.6
per game. They have
however proven somewhat weak on the
boards this season,
grabbing 1.4 more per
game than their opponents. In nearly all other
statistical categories, the
two teams seem evenly
matched.
Last season, Rhodes
remained a thorn in the
Engineer side, finishing
second to them and seventh in the South region
poll, leaving many wondering, perhaps rightly
Mike Lanke
so. why they did not get Jimmy Kosieniak goes up for
an invitation to the tour- 2 of his 19 in the 69-60 loss to Franklin.
nament. Rhodes also
managed to defeat Rose at home highest scorer in the league with
17.1 points per game. He is also
towards the end of last season.
One of the keys to Rhodes' suc- among the league leaders in
cess this season has been the play of rebounding, with 7.1 per game.
the second-best scorer in the league, Charlie Samples, a sophomore
junior forward/center Neal Power. guard, is also one of the rising stars
Power's scoring prowess is aided by on the team with a 15.0 scoring
his league-best 57.5% field goal average. Samples is a deep threat,
percentage. Power also contributes with a 42.9%.three-point field goal
6.3 rebounds per game to his team's percentage.
winning ways. Power was recog- In games this past week, New
nized as SCAC Player of the Week Year's Day was not so happy for the
Engineers, losing to the University
earlier in the season.
Another cog in the Lynx machine ofthe South,63-53.
is senior guard Josh Cockerham. The Engineers never really got
Cockerham is also among the top control ofthe game,going down 6-2
twenty in scoring in the league, with early and relying on a series ofshort
15.3 points per game. The senior is runs to catch up and eventually take
not one to try to foul late in the a lead that the Tigers would erase
game, either; he leads the confer- before the end ofthe first half.
ence with an astounding 89.8% The Engineers led going into the
final minutes of the game, before a
accuracy from the charity stripe.
Also on the slate this weekend is 14-5 run from the Tigers closed the
another home conference game door on an undefeated conference
against Hendrix Sunday at 1 p.m. record for Rose. Ryan Harris buried
The Warriors are hovering in the back-to-back field goals with just
conference cellar with an 0-3 con- over two minutes left, to bring the
Engineers within three, but Rose

Watch
NFL
Playoff
Games

was unable to change the momentum of the final minutes.
"It's discouraging when the same
things are problems, and we work
hard on correcting them. The mistakes we are making are the same
ones we've been making in practice.
We have to understand the mistakes
and improve them," commented
head coach Jim Shaw on his team's
performance.
Jimmy Kosieniak led the team
with 12 points and five rebounds,
also adding two steals in the losing
effort. Also reaching double figures
were T.J. Holmes and the aforementioned Ryan Harris. Holmes
managed to continue his thieving
ways with four steals.
The Engineers' play this past
Monday against Centre College
was somewhat better in the eyes of
coach Shaw. Unfortunately though,
two last-minute free throws and
clutch defense prevented Rose
from grabbing the win. The Colonels took the victory,66-61.
Rose started the game out right,
taking a 16-8 lead early before
allowing the Colonels to close to
19-12 midway through the first
half. The Engineers, later in the
half, would go on a 6-0 run to take
a 34-24 lead into the locker room.
The Engineers came out of the
lockers strong, increasing their lead
to 41-30 quickly. By then, however, Centre began to control the
tempo of the game, closing to 4338 at the 13:27 mark and taking
their first lead of the game thanks
to a 9-2 run with just over nine
minutes to play.
Rose would rally
.to recapture the
lead, 61-60, with just over a minute
left. Then, after a Centre score,
Kosieniak was fouled on his way to
the basket. He proceeded to miss
both free throws, effectively ending
any chance the Engineers had to
win the game.
Kosieniak performed admirably
the rest of the game however, leading the team with 14 points,the only
Engineer to reach double figures on
the night. Patrick Grace also did his
part with ten rebounds and nine
points.

Staff

The women's basketball team has
a big weekend ahead as they match
up against the Rhodes Lynxes
tonight at 6 p.m. and the Hendrix
Lady Warriors on Sunday at 3 p.m.
The women, who unfortunately
went 0-2 over break in addition to
losing the Clabber Girl Classic to
Saint Mary of the Woods, hope to
finally put a one in the win column
against Rhodes. This seems incredibly possible considering the developments that have occurred during
the break.
While the women have yet to
gain a win, their statistics are
improving and their hard effort
finally seems to show itself. For
example,sophomore Molly McKeown achieved her career high of 16
points in the Centre game, while
junior Amanda Rice doubled her
previous season high with a score
of 14. Meanwhile sophomore
Christie Shadrach made 93.3% of
her free throws (13-14) which puts
her on line for the school record.
The big game this weekend will

ence. If the women can perform as
well as they did for the Centre
game,they have a strong chance of
claiming their first, and much
needed win.
Considering the fact that the
Lynx's top scorer, Jessica Crawford, scores an average of 12.1
points a game, McKeown or
another Lady Engineer stepping
up might be able to top Rhode's
best.
On the defensive side Crawford
also leads the Lynxes. This is a
good thing for Rose since Rhode's
best player will be needed for the
majority of the game, which means
if she leaves, Rose has the advantage on both sides of the court. The
other big game of the week occurs
Sunday against Hendrix which is
currently 8 - 2.
The women's team has made significant strides in improved performance,and it appears that their first
win is close at hand. Help support
the women's basketball team and
witness their first win or two this
weekend!

Don Harrington
Molly McKeown takes it to the hole against a SMWC defender.

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.
1234 Wabash Ave.

232-7272

FREE
REGULAR CHIP
with any purchase
Dine in only
Good this Fri, Sat, and Sun

Rose-Hulman

Rose Special

Large One
Topping

os70IQ
$ • 7k.7

Campus Only

WHEE!
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The Flipside would like to
remember the people who have
touched our lives and passed on
in the last year.
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haircuts..
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ACTUAL-V. THE NEW
MILLeNILA DOeSN'T
START UNTIL. THe
FIRST DAY OF NeXT
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START ON YEAR 0E.
NOT YEAR ZERO.
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A NeW MILLENIUM. 50
WHAT BETTeR TIME?

Space_ForRent-r-ocket, please.

OH. AND I SUPPOSE
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MILLIONS OF OTHER

ReoPt-e ARE WRON6.
OF COURSE mese
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Only they are smaller.
Hence,"Semi-"conductors
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SemiConductors:
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The only semi-conductors that
are important are transistors.
Transistors act like switches.
They can be used to turn
"juice" on or off.

A Non-Engineer's Guide
By Ball
some.guy®anti-social.com

Since no one likes to be shocked,
they have to be paid for their
work. This is done in a
designated "Clean room."
The process is called "doping."

That is why they are in
chips. They are little elves,
and they move switches
when they are shocked.
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When they are shocked too
Electrical Engineers will
theyy
protest b going
much,refer
to this as
on a smoking break. They
always forget to come
back to work.
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"Releasing the
Magic Smoke!'
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BY SCOTT ADAMS

TTADAMS@AOLCOM
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OUR MARKETING
STRATEGY
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They are named
after train
conductors,
who also move
switches.
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r LET'S SEE.

YOUR
CONS INCLUDE...
UNHEALTHY AND
UNPROFITABLE.

I LISTED THE
PROS AND CONS
ON THIS SHEET.

YOUR PROS
ARE.. WAFFLES,
EGGS, BANANAS
AND MILK .

0

(THEN I
ADDED UP
THE COLUMNS.

1

THE PROS OUTNUMBER THE CONS,
50 WE'RE GOING
FORWARD.

YOU FOOL! I
TOLD YOU
QUANTIFICATION
NEVER WORKS!!
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The Olde Country, Indiana
Hose Polytechnic Institute
"The most modern news that we can imagine."

Volume 25, Issue 13

Taursrs nifrrrh in
foal rxptinhing at
alarming rah,
n creasing enrollment besrertbs on college
like ironir t11irh daub of smoke
An increase in the use of coal as
the predominant power source across
the United States has influenced the
courses offered at Hose Polytechnic
Institute. A record number of beanieclad incoming freshmen have
declared "Coal" as their major, putting the total department enrollment
at 128 students, almost 50% of the
entire student body.
"When you get right down to it,
you just can't beat coal. It's got everything," commented Coal department
head Thaddeus Klunkifut. "It's small,
lightweight, and you can carry a
piece around in your pocket! You
can't do that with burning wood, you
know."
Recently, many questions have
come up regarding coal's possible
unhealthy side effects, such as "black
lung." Two current courses, CL 217:
Witches, Magic Elves, and the Diseases They Cause, and CL 218: 101
Gases That Kill a Canary, were added
to the curriculum several years ago in
order to help educate students against
the anti-coal propaganda.
In a CL 217 lecture, Klunkifut
explained to his students, "A lot of

"Vb-

people are blaming black lung on
coal, which is just absurd. It's like
saying that smoking tobacco will kill
you! Everyone knows that both of
these diseases are caused by little
magic elves hiding inside your
body!"
The department is expected to hire
10 new faculty members this year, all
doctors of coal studies, doubling the
staff size. In addition, new courses
are being offered in the spring, such
as CL 219: Burning Coal and Noxious Fumes, CL 304: Coal Miner
Language Concepts, and CL 490: So
You Want to Make Diamonds.
Klunkifut is optimistic about the
future ofthe coal department and coal
in general. "Wood is going the way
of the dinosaurs. HPI is the only
school in the area that offers a degree
in coal. The next best thing you can
get at ISU is a degree in wood. The
ignorant fools!"
With wood fading into the horizon,
some are wondering what the next
big power source will be. From his
room in the asylum, President Sulbert
claimed that he had seen power harnessed from the sun. But he's insane.

Tifjosr Prrsibrni tahrn In
toral asylum
tilbert bermeb insane for
spouting tales of tlie gear II11
After arriving at the campus
Monday morning after a twoweek vacation, Hose President
Ham Sulbert was soon taken
into custody by the police and
admitted to the Terre Haute
Asylum.
Sulbert's assistant, Glinda
Hilbert knew something was
wrong the moment Sulbert
walked in the door. "He came
in almost two hours late, saying that he couldn't find the
school. When he called the
school 'lose-Rulman,' I knew
was
terribly
something
wrong."
Indeed, the school president
could not remember the location of the school or even the
name. In fact, he was found
earlier in the morning crying
in a field on the east end of
town. When approached by a
police officer, Sulbert report-

edly muttered "Hose... it's
gone." The officer then beat
Sulbert with his baton in the
back of the skull until Sulbert
was unconscious and dragged
him to his office at Hose Polytechnic Institute.
When Sulbert had settled
into his office, Hilbert asked
him about his New Year's celebration over the weekend.
"Then he started using words
like 'television' and 'computer'
and said something about a
ball in New York. I thought he
was drunk, but for once I
couldn't smell any liquor on
his breath! Fortunately, the
police officer hadn't gone far,
and I told him what happened."
The two came to the same
conclusion: obviously, President Sulbert had gone insane.
The police officer enlisted the
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Early Tuesday morning, an
explosion caused a large portion of downtown Terre Haute
to be destroyed. If not for an
eyewitness on the scene, no
one was likely to have ever
noticed.
The explosion occurred at
approximately 6 o'clock in the
morning when two ISU students attempted to light a coal
fire in a stove which was refusing to light. In an effort to help
heat the coals, the students
coated the lumps of coal with
petroleum.
While the idea of adding the
oil to help produce the fire was
a moment of brilliant insight by
the lackluster, undereducated
students, it was their eventual

help of campus security and
the men beat him with the
baton again. Sulbert was then
taken into the Terre Haute
Asylum, home to many of the
crazy people in Indiana. It was
there that the asylum head, Dr.
Scratchinsniff, deemed that
Sulbert was insane.
"I asked him what was
wrong, and he just wouldn't
shut up about the year 2000,
saying that everything was all
wrong," explained Scratchinsniff. "It was like he thought
he was actually from the
future. What a loon."
Sulbert is expected to be
committed for the rest of his
natural life, with the doctors
seeing no hope of him making
any recovery. Fortunately, the
serves "Premium
asylum
Night" food on Friday nights.
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downfall when the oil ignited
and caused an explosion in the
petroleum refinery where the
students were working parttime.
"We are saddened by the loss
of these students, who were
two of the brightest in the
school's recent history," an
ISU spokesman said Tuesday
afternoon. Test scores and
admission records reveal that
he wasn't lying, and they really
were two of the smartest students at the school.
Residents are particularly
upset about the smell caused by
the explosion. A hobo on the
street said, "This stinks! How
can you expect me to live in
conditions like this?"

Are blue jeans a passing fad? Senior
mechanical engineer
Robert Dolittle certainly hopes so,
caught in photograph
after an embarrassing
incident with his zipper. Robert was
reminded by his classmates that this won't
impact his future
since he has yet to
make contact with
anyone ofthe female
persuasion and is
unlikely to ever do so.
Doctors expect him
to make a full recovery. Lawyers expect a
large lawsuit to
deliver to Levi Strauss
& Co.
Photo by A. Adams
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Our rbitor speaks out on ttir most
abbing squirrels to Hie lunrli menu
So another year has come and gone,
but this one was different. This was
the big 25. It looks like Hose Poly is
here to stay. Of course, that means
that we have to be open to change. Or
do we?
Now the administration has brought
up the idea of admitting women to
Hose. For some reason, they think
women would be interested in coal!
Apparently, the school wants to be at

the front of some upcoming revolution for women, but they don't realize
that we don't have room on campus
for all ofthose poofy dresses.
Think of all the things that we
wouldn't be able to do when women
attend our school. We wouldn't be
able to look at the scandalous drawings of women in undergarments in
the Sears & Roebuck catalog. They
would object to the tradition of walk-

ing to class in the nude on the first day
of snow. And of course, they would
probably even try to ask us to bathe on
a regular basis. The nerve!
I'm not sure, but I'd be willing to bet
that the very thought of something
like this is what made our wonderful
President Sulbert go completely
insane this week. The year 2000,
indeed.
(continued on page 7)

